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S. 229. A bill to clear title to certain real
property in New Mexico associated with the
Middle Rio Grande Project, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 109-18).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. FEINGOLD:

S. 534. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the percentage
depletion allowance for certain hardrock
mines, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. INOUYE (for himself and Ms.
CANTWELL):

S. 535. A bill to establish grant programs
for the development of telecommunications
capacities in Indian country; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. McCAIN:

S. 536. A bill to make technical corrections
to laws relating to Native Americans, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

By Mr. BINGAMAN:

S. 537. A bill to increase the number of
well-trained mental health service profes-
sionals (including those based in schools)
providing clinical mental health care to chil-
dren and adolescents, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BIDEN:

S. 538. A bill to educate health profes-
sionals concerning substance use disorders
and addiction; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MARTINEZ:

S. 539. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to provide the protections of
habeas corpus for certain incapacitated indi-
viduals whose life is in jeopardy, and for
other purposes; read the first time.

By Mr. HAGEL:

S. 540. A Dbill to strengthen and perma-
nently preserve social security; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 541. A Dbill to amend the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States to clar-
ify the rate of duty for certain gloves; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Mr.
SMITH, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. HARKIN):

S. 542. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue code of 1986 to extend for 5 years the
credit for electricity produced from certain
renewable resources, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. SNOWE:

S. 543. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the availability
of the cash method of accounting for small
businesses, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 7
At the request of Mr. KYL, the name
of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
VITTER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
7, a bill to increase American jobs and
economic growth by making perma-
nent the individual income tax rate re-
ductions, the reduction in the capital
gains and dividend tax rates, and the
repeal of the estate, gift, and genera-
tion-skipping transfer taxes.
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S. 8
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 8, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to prohibit taking
minors across State lines in cir-
cumvention of laws requiring the in-
volvement of parents in abortion deci-
sions.
S. 29
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 29, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to limit the
misuse of social security numbers, to
establish criminal penalties for such
misuse, and for other purposes.
S. 87
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
LUGAR) was added as a cosponsor of S.
37, a bill to extend the special postage
stamp for breast cancer research for 2
years.
S. 65
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
65, a bill to amend the age restrictions
for pilots.
S. 114
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. DAYTON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 114, a bill to amend titles XIX and
XXI of the Social Security Act to en-
sure that every uninsured child in
America has health insurance cov-
erage, and for other purposes.
S. 151
At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1561, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require an annual plan
on outreach activities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.
S. 181
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
181, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit
against income tax for taxpayers own-
ing certain commercial power takeoff
vehicles.
S. 188
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
188, a bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal years 2005
through 2011 to carry out the State
Criminal Alien Assistance Program.
S. 267
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) and the Senator from
Utah (Mr. BENNETT) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 267, a bill to reauthorize
the Secure Rural Schools and Commu-
nity Self-Determination Act of 2000,
and for other purposes.
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S. 290
At the request of Mr. BOND, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SPECTER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 290, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to exclude from gross income cer-
tain hazard mitigation assistance.
S. 333
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
333, a bill to hold the current regime in
Iran accountable for its threatening be-
havior and to support a transition to
democracy in Iran.
S. 342
At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 342, a bill to provide for a program of
scientific research on abrupt climate
change, to accelerate the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions in the United
States by establishing a market-driven
system of greenhouse gas tradeable al-
lowances, to 1limit greenhouse gas
emissions in the United States and re-
duce dependence upon foreign oil, and
ensure benefits to consumers from the
trading in such allowances.
S. 375
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name
of the Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 375, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for an in-
fluenza vaccine awareness campaign,
ensure a sufficient influenza vaccine
supply, and prepare for an influenza
pandemic or epidemic, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to en-
courage vaccine production capacity,
and for other purposes.
S. 397
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 397, a bill to prohibit civil liabil-
ity actions from being brought or con-
tinued against manufacturers, distribu-
tors, dealers, or importers of firearms
or ammunition for damages, injunctive
or other relief resulting from the mis-
use of their products by others.
S. 403
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 403, a bill to amend title
18, United States Code, to prohibit tak-
ing minors across State lines in cir-
cumvention of laws requiring the in-
volvement of parents in abortion deci-
sions.
S. 420
At the request of Mr. KyL, the name
of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
VITTER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
420, a bill to make the repeal of the es-
tate tax permanent.
S. 424
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name
of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr.
DOMENICI) was added as a cosponsor of
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S. 424, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for ar-
thritis research and public health, and
for other purposes.
S. 450
At the request of Mr. DAYTON, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
450, a bill to amend the Help America
Vote Act of 2002 to require a voter-
verified paper record, to improve provi-
sional balloting, to impose additional
requirements under such Act, and for
other purposes.
S. 461
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from New
York (Mrs. CLINTON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 461, a bill to amend title
37, United States Code, to require that
a member of the uniformed services
who is wounded or otherwise injured
while serving in a combat zone con-
tinue to be paid monthly military pay
and allowances, while the member re-
covers from the wound or injury, at
least equal to the monthly military
pay and allowances the member re-
ceived immediately before receiving
the wound or injury, to continue the
combat zone tax exclusion for the
member during the recovery period,
and for other purposes.
8. 4m
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. CORZINE), the Senator from
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) and the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. LAUTEN-
BERG) were added as cosponsors of S.
471, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for human em-
bryonic stem cell research.
S. 485
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT) and the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 485, a bill to reauthorize and
amend the National Geologic Mapping
Act of 1992.
S. 490
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
490, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to work with the State
of New York to ensure that a segment
of Interstate Route 86 in the vicinity of
Corning, New York, is designated as
the ““Amo Houghton Bypass’.
S. 495
At the request of Mr. KERRY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
495, a bill to impose sanctions against
perpetrators of crimes against human-
ity in Darfur, Sudan, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 507
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
507, a bill to establish the National
Invasive Species Council, and for other
purposes.
S. 516
At the request of Mr. McCCAIN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
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vania (Mr. SANTORUM) and the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. DEWINE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 516, a bill to advance
and strengthen democracy globally
through peaceful means and to assist
foreign countries to implement demo-
cratic forms of government, to
strengthen respect for individual free-
dom, religious freedom, and human
rights in foreign countries through in-
creased United States advocacy, to
strengthen alliances of democratic
countries, to increase funding for pro-
grams of nongovernmental organiza-
tions, individuals, and private groups
that promote democracy, and for other
purposes.
S. CON. RES. 9

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 9, a concurrent resolution
recognizing the second century of Big
Brothers Big Sisters, and supporting
the mission and goals of that organiza-
tion.

S. RES. 43

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 43, a resolution designating the
first day of April 2005 as ‘‘National As-
bestos Awareness Day’’.

S. RES. 44

At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator from
Wisconsin (Mr. KOHL) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 44, a resolution cele-
brating Black History Month.

S. RES. 71

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO), the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. ISAKSON) were added as cosponsors
of S. Res. 71, a resolution designating
the week beginning March 13, 2005 as
‘““‘National Safe Place Week”’.

AMENDMENT NO. 44

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from
Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) and the Sen-
ator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
44 proposed to S. 256, a bill to amend
title 11 of the United States Code, and
for other purposes.

At the request of Mr. CORZINE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 44 proposed to S. 256,
supra.

———
STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED BILLS
AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. FEINGOLD:

S. 534. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the per-
centage depletion allowance for certain
hard rock mines, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I am reintroducing legislation to elimi-
nate from the Federal tax code per-
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centage depletion allowances for
hardrock minerals mined on Federal
public lands. I thank Senator CANT-
WELL for joining me as a cosponsor on
this legislation.

President Clinton proposed the elimi-
nation of the percentage depletion al-
lowance on public lands in his fiscal
year 2001 budget. President Clinton’s
fiscal year 2001 budget estimated that,
under this legislation, income to the
Federal treasury from the elimination
of percentage depletion allowances for
hardrock mining on public lands would
total $487 million over 5 years and $1.20
billion over 10 years. The Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation estimated that it
would save $410 million over 5 years
and $823 million over 10 years. Percent-
age depletion allowances are contained
in the tax code for extracted fuel, min-
erals, metal and other mined commod-
ities. These allowances have a com-
bined value, according to estimates by
the Joint Committee on Taxation, of
$4.8 billion.

These percentage depletion allow-
ances were initiated by the Corpora-
tion Excise Act of 1909. That’s right,
these allowances were initiated nearly
one hundred years ago. Provisions for a
depletion allowance based on the value
of the mine were made under a 1912
Treasury Department regulation, but
difficulty in applying this accounting
principle to mineral production led to
the initial codification of the mineral
depletion allowance in the Tariff Act of
1913. The Revenue Act of 1926 estab-
lished percentage depletion much in its
present form for oil and gas. The per-
centage depletion allowance was then
extended to metal mines, coal, and
other hardrock minerals by the Rev-
enue Act of 1932, and has been adjusted
several times since.

Percentage depletion allowances
were historically placed in the tax code
to reduce the effective tax rates in the
mineral and extraction industries far
below tax rates on other industries,
providing incentives to increase invest-
ment, exploration and output. Percent-
age depletion also makes it possible,
however, to recover many times the
amount of the original investment.

There are two methods of calculating
a deduction to allow a firm to recover
the costs of its capital investment: cost
depletion and percentage depletion.
Cost depletion allows for the recovery
of the actual capital investment—the
costs of discovering, purchasing, and
developing a mineral reserve—over the
period during which the reserve pro-
duces income. Under the cost depletion
method, the total deductions cannot
exceed the original capital investment.

Under percentage depletion, however,
the deduction for recovery of a com-
pany’s investment is a fixed percentage
of ‘‘gross income,” namely, sales rev-
enue from the sale of the mineral.
Under this method, total deductions
typically exceed the capital that the
company invested.

The rates for percentage depletion
are quite significant. Section 613 of the
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